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P R E F A C E

About This Document
This  paper  is  not  about  Bitcoin  as  an  investment.  It  does  not  contain  price 
predictions, return projections, or speculation about future value. It does not tell you 
to buy Bitcoin or pressure you toward any financial decision.

What it does is make a straightforward argument: that understanding money — how 
it  works,  who  controls  it,  and  what  alternatives  exist  —  is  one  of  the  most 
consequential forms of literacy available to individuals and communities in 2026. 
And that before any decision is made about Bitcoin, that understanding has to come 
first.

This  document  serves  two  purposes  simultaneously.  For  learners  arriving  at 
KtownBTC for the first time, it is the intellectual foundation beneath the seven-lesson 
Phase 1 curriculum — the 'why' that makes the 'what' worth understanding. For 
institutions, community organizations, and educators evaluating KtownBTC as a 
resource, it is a statement of mission, method, and values.

Education is the only entry point that makes every subsequent 
decision safer, more considered, and more genuinely free.

The seven chapters that follow map directly onto the seven lessons of Phase 1. You 
can read this  document on its  own and find it  complete.  You can also read it 
alongside  the  curriculum  and  find  that  each  chapter  opens  a  door  that  the 
corresponding lesson walks through.

Either way, the goal is the same: to give you the foundation to think clearly about 
money before you do anything with it.

How to read this document

Each chapter ends with a bridge sentence pointing to the corresponding Phase 
1 lesson. If you are reading this as an introduction to the curriculum, those  
bridges tell  you where to go next. If you are reading this as a standalone  
document,  those  bridges  tell  you  what  further  depth  is  available.  The  
curriculum is free at ktownbtc.com.
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C H A P T E R  1

The Monetary Problem

Money is not neutral. The system we inherited was not 
designed for everyone.
Most people are taught how to use money. Almost nobody is taught how money 
works.

This is not an accident. A population that understands money as a tool — something 
you earn, spend, and save — is easier to manage than one that understands money as 
a system of rules, a mechanism of power, and a structure that was designed by 
specific people at specific times for specific purposes. The rules of money, like the 
rules of any system, reflect the values and interests of those who wrote them.

Modern money is created by institutions: central banks, commercial banks, and 
governments. The decisions that shape your money — how much exists, what it costs 
to borrow, how fast its value erodes — are made by committees you did not elect, 
operating in cities far from where you live, using models that were built without your 
community's experience in mind.

This  is  not  a  conspiracy  theory.  It  is  how  centralized  systems  behave.  Power 
concentrates  toward  those  closest  to  the  source  of  new  money  creation.  Risk 
distributes outward, arriving last and hardest in communities with the least political 
and economic voice.

A system that works well for some, and poorly for others, is 
not neutral. It is just unevenly distributed.

The Canadian Context

In  Canada,  the  relationship  between  centralized  monetary  institutions  and 
Indigenous  communities  carries  a  specific  and  documented  history.  Banking 
infrastructure arrived late to remote and northern communities — or arrived with 
terms designed to extract rather than serve. Legal exclusions from full economic 
participation  compounded  over  generations.  The  gap  between  monetary  policy 
decisions made in Ottawa and their consequences in communities like Terrace and 
Kitselas is not abstract. It is measurable in housing costs, in credit access, in the 
erosion of purchasing power among people with the least capacity to absorb it.

Understanding this context is not about assigning blame. It is about accuracy. If we 
are going to evaluate any monetary alternative honestly — including Bitcoin — we 
have to be clear about what we are comparing it to, and for whom. An honest 
evaluation requires an honest baseline.

Why This Matters for Bitcoin Education

Bitcoin is frequently introduced to communities as an opportunity — a chance to 
participate in something that is growing in value, or a tool for financial inclusion. 
Both framings skip a necessary step. Before evaluating Bitcoin as an opportunity or a 
tool, it is worth understanding the system it exists in contrast to. The case for Bitcoin 
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education is not that Bitcoin is obviously superior to the existing monetary system. 
The case is that you cannot evaluate any alternative without first understanding 
what you are comparing it against.

That understanding is the starting point. Everything that follows in this document — 
and in the Phase 1 curriculum — is built on it.

K E Y  T A K E A W A Y

Money is a system of rules, not a neutral medium. Understanding who controls 
those rules, and who lives with the consequences, is the necessary starting 
point for evaluating any monetary alternative — including Bitcoin.

This chapter is the foundation for Phase 1, Lessons 1 and 2: Money, Power and  
Control and Why Fiat Systems Fail Communities.
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C H A P T E R  2

What Bitcoin Actually Is

Bitcoin is a set of rules with no central authority. 
Understanding this changes everything.
Bitcoin is not a company. It  does not have a headquarters,  a customer service 
department, or a CEO who can be pressured to change its policies. It is not a product 
being sold to you. It is not a brand of crypto. It is not, at its core, a speculative asset 
— though it is frequently treated as one.

Bitcoin is a monetary protocol: a set of rules, enforced by software, run by thousands 
of  independent  participants  across dozens of  countries  simultaneously,  with no 
single point of control. Those rules determine how new Bitcoin is created (on a fixed, 
predictable schedule that cannot be changed without the agreement of the network), 
how  transactions  are  validated  (publicly,  by  participants  who  have  no  special 
authority over one another), and what constitutes ownership (control of a private 
cryptographic key, nothing else).

The rules have been running continuously since January 2009. They have never been 
successfully overridden by any government, company, or individual — including 
their original creator, who has not been heard from in over a decade and whose 
holdings, if spent, would be immediately visible on the public ledger.

A system that bends for powerful interests is a system that can 
be bent against you. Bitcoin's rigidity is not a flaw. It is the 
point.

What Makes Bitcoin Different from Other Digital Assets

The term 'crypto' covers thousands of digital assets with vastly different properties. 
Most are issued by identifiable organizations that can change the rules, adjust the 
supply, or simply cease to exist. They require trust in the people running them.

Bitcoin was deliberately designed to eliminate that requirement. It has resisted 
every significant attempt to change its core rules — not because proposals were 
always  bad,  but  because  the  ability  to  change  rules  at  all  was  seen  as  the 
vulnerability being addressed. The design question Bitcoin answered was not 'how 
do we make a better digital payment system' but 'how do we make a monetary 
system that cannot be captured by any single interest.' That is a fundamentally 
different question, and it produces a fundamentally different tool.

What Bitcoin Is Not

It is worth being equally clear about what Bitcoin is not, because the space around it 
is full of misrepresentation in both directions.

• Bitcoin is not a guaranteed investment. Its price has fallen more than 80 
percent from peak values on multiple occasions. Anyone presenting it as a 
reliable store of value over short time horizons is not being accurate.
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• Bitcoin is not a solution to governance problems. It changes the rules of 
money, not the rules of human institutions. Communities still need 
governance, accountability, and decision-making frameworks — Bitcoin does 
not provide those.

• Bitcoin is not something you need to own. Understanding it thoroughly is 
valuable regardless of whether you ever purchase any. This curriculum is 
built for people who may ultimately decide not to participate — and considers 
that a completely valid outcome.

• Bitcoin is not 'crypto.' Treating all digital assets as equivalent to Bitcoin, or 
treating Bitcoin as representative of all digital assets, will reliably lead to poor 
decisions in both directions.

K E Y  T A K E A W A Y

Bitcoin is a rules-based monetary network with no central authority. It removes 
intermediaries, which means it also removes their protections. This trade-off is 
the central thing to understand before doing anything else.

This chapter is the foundation for Phase 1, Lesson 3: What Bitcoin Actually Is (and Is 
Not).
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C H A P T E R  3

The Ownership Equation

With Bitcoin, ownership is not a claim. It is a capability.
In most modern financial systems, ownership is abstract. You have a balance in an 
account, a number in a database, a claim on an institution that holds the underlying 
asset  on your  behalf.  If  the  institution fails,  your  claim may be at  risk.  If  the 
institution decides to restrict access, your access is restricted. If a government 
instructs the institution to freeze your account, your account is frozen.

This is not a criticism of all banking. For most people in most circumstances, the 
trade-off — convenience and institutional protection in exchange for conditional 
access — is reasonable. The question Bitcoin raises is whether that trade-off should 
be the only option available, and whether it serves everyone equally.

Bitcoin offers a different model. With Bitcoin, ownership is demonstrated through 
control of a private cryptographic key — a piece of information that authorizes the 
spending of funds associated with a specific address on the public ledger. If you 
control the key, you control the funds. If you do not control the key, you do not 
control the funds — regardless of what any institution says.

What a Wallet Actually Is

The word 'wallet' is one of the most misleading terms in Bitcoin. A Bitcoin wallet does 
not hold Bitcoin. Bitcoin exists as entries on a public ledger. What a wallet holds are 
the keys that prove authorization to spend specific entries on that ledger.

This distinction matters practically: if your wallet is lost or destroyed, your Bitcoin is 
not lost as long as your key backup — called a seed phrase — survives. If your seed 
phrase is lost or destroyed, your Bitcoin is inaccessible permanently, regardless of 
how much you hold or how many witnesses can attest to your ownership.

The seed phrase — typically 12 or 24 ordinary words in a specific sequence — is the 
master key to everything. It can recreate your wallet on any compatible device. It 
requires no other authentication. Whoever has it has complete, irrevocable control 
of the associated funds.

The protection and the control are the same thing. Removing 
one removes the other.

The Custody Decision

This architecture creates a decision that everyone engaging with Bitcoin must make: 
who holds the keys?

Custodial arrangements — leaving Bitcoin on an exchange or with a third-party 
service — are convenient and carry some familiar protections, but they reintroduce 
the conditional access problem that Bitcoin was designed to solve. The funds can be 
frozen, restricted, or lost if the custodian fails.
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Self-custody — holding your own keys with no intermediary — eliminates those risks 
but introduces new ones.  Lost  keys mean lost  funds,  permanently.  There is  no 
recovery process, no institution to appeal to, no override.

Neither choice is universally right. The right choice depends on the amount involved, 
the user's technical competence, and their honest assessment of their ability to 
manage the responsibility. The worst choice is not choosing — defaulting to self-
custody  without  understanding  what  it  requires,  or  defaulting  to  an  exchange 
without understanding what is being given up.

K E Y  T A K E A W A Y

Bitcoin ownership is demonstrated through key control, not institutional claims. 
The decision about who holds the keys — and what that means for safety and 
access — is the most consequential practical decision in Bitcoin. It should be 
made deliberately, not by default.

This chapter is the foundation for Phase 1, Lesson 4: Wallets, Keys, and Self-Custody.
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C H A P T E R  4

How People Get Hurt

Most Bitcoin losses are preventable. Awareness is the 
primary defence.
Bitcoin's security model is technically robust. The protocol has not been successfully 
hacked. The cryptography underlying key generation and transaction signing is 
sound. The public ledger has never been compromised.

None of this protects against human error — and human error is responsible for the 
vast majority of personal Bitcoin losses.

This is worth sitting with. The most sophisticated monetary security system ever 
built  is  routinely  defeated  not  by  technical  attacks  but  by  ordinary  human 
vulnerabilities: trust misplaced, attention lapsed, decisions made under pressure. 
Understanding the patterns of loss is the most practical safety education available.

The Three Categories of Loss

Almost every personal Bitcoin loss falls into one of three categories:

• — giving access or information to someone who should not have it, 
usually through social manipulation rather than technical attack. 
Misplaced trust

• — moving Bitcoin between wallets, devices, or platforms without 
adequate testing, during which errors go undetected until it is too late 
to correct them. Poor transitions

• — acting under time pressure or emotional urgency, bypassing the 
careful verification that Bitcoin's irreversibility requires. Rushed 
decisions

The common thread is not technical failure. It is human behavior under conditions 
that were not recognized as dangerous.

Social Engineering: The Most Common Attack

The most frequent method by which Bitcoin is stolen from individuals is persuasion, 
not code. Attackers impersonate customer support, exchanges, known figures, or 
government agencies. They create scenarios in which the target believes urgent 
action is required — and that the safe action is to provide their seed phrase, transfer 
funds to a 'secure' address, or click a link that installs malicious software.

Bitcoin has no customer support. There is no official account. There is no help desk. 
Anyone contacting you to offer Bitcoin assistance — unless you initiated the contact 
and verified the channel  — should  be assumed to  be  an attacker  until  proven 
otherwise. This is not paranoia. It is an accurate description of the threat landscape.

Why Urgency Is Always a Warning Sign

The single most reliable indicator of a Bitcoin attack is urgency. Legitimate Bitcoin 
does not have deadlines. The network processes transactions on its own schedule. 
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No genuine situation requires you to transfer funds, reveal your seed phrase, or 
make a custody decision within minutes or hours.

When urgency is introduced into a Bitcoin interaction, the right response is to stop, 
disconnect from the interaction, and wait at least 24 hours before doing anything. 
The person creating urgency is almost always the person who benefits from your 
mistakes.

Patience is not timidity. In Bitcoin, patience is the most 
reliable safety tool available.

K E Y  T A K E A W A Y

Bitcoin losses are predominantly caused by trust, haste, and misunderstanding 
—  not  technical  failure.  The  patterns  are  consistent,  recognizable,  and 
avoidable. Awareness of these patterns is more protective than any technical 
security measure.

This chapter is the foundation for Phase 1, Lesson 5: How People Lose Bitcoin.
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C H A P T E R  5

Risk in Full

Price volatility is the risk people talk about. The risks that 
actually catch people off guard are quieter.
Bitcoin's price history is dramatic. It has risen more than any other asset class over 
the past decade by almost any measure. It has also declined more than 80 percent 
from peak values  on four  separate  occasions,  in  each case prompting credible 
institutional declarations that it was finished.

Anyone considering Bitcoin should know both of these things with equal clarity. The 
tendency in Bitcoin communities is to emphasize the former and minimize the latter. 
The tendency among Bitcoin skeptics is the reverse. Neither is useful. An accurate 
picture  requires  holding  both  simultaneously  without  resolving  the  tension 
prematurely.

But price volatility — the risk everyone discusses — is only one category of risk. It 
may not even be the most damaging one for most people.

Emotional Risk

Owning a volatile asset changes how you think. This is not a character flaw — it is a 
predictable  psychological  response  to  holding  something  whose  value  changes 
dramatically and unpredictably. Watching price movements can produce anxiety 
that affects sleep, relationships, and decision-making. It can shorten time horizons in 
ways that produce exactly the opposite of the patient, considered approach that 
Bitcoin's irreversibility demands.

Many people who have lost money on Bitcoin did not lose it because they bought at 
the wrong price. They lost it because they sold under emotional pressure during a 
decline — locking in losses they would have recovered if they had been able to 
maintain the original time horizon. Emotional regulation is a financial skill. It is not 
optional for Bitcoin holders.

Operational Risk

Operational risk in Bitcoin refers to the practical hazards of managing self-custody: 
losing access to a device without a tested backup, forgetting a wallet password, 
making an untested change to a security setup, or failing to plan for what happens to 
holdings if the owner dies or becomes incapacitated.

These risks receive less attention than price volatility because they are invisible until 
they materialize — and when they materialize, they are often total. A hardware 
failure or a lost seed phrase does not result in a partial loss. It results in complete, 
permanent loss of whatever was held.

Social Risk

Bitcoin exists within communities with strong shared narratives. Fear of missing out, 
tribal loyalty,  and moral certainty that frames Bitcoin engagement as obviously 
correct — these social pressures reduce critical thinking at exactly the moments 
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when critical thinking is most needed. When everyone around you is confident, 
caution is most valuable. Community consensus is not evidence of correctness.

Optimism is not a risk management strategy. Understanding 
is.

Not Acting Is a Valid Position

One of the least-discussed risk mitigation strategies in Bitcoin is the choice not to 
participate.  Not  acting  preserves  optionality,  eliminates  operational  risk,  and 
removes the emotional burden of price exposure. Bitcoin that exists today will still 
exist tomorrow, next month, and next year. There is no deadline, no window closing, 
no opportunity that requires immediate action.

A person who reads this document, completes the Phase 1 curriculum, and decides 
not  to  own  any  Bitcoin  has  achieved  something  valuable:  they  have  built  the 
knowledge to make that decision clearly and to revisit it later with the same clarity. 
That is not a failed outcome. It is exactly the outcome this curriculum is designed to 
produce.

K E Y  T A K E A W A Y

The most dangerous risks in Bitcoin are often invisible: emotional, operational, 
and social. Price volatility is the risk that gets discussed. These are the risks 
that actually catch people off guard. Accounting for all of them — including the 
risk of not acting — is what informed decision-making looks like.

This chapter is the foundation for Phase 1, Lesson 6: Risk, Volatility, and Reality.
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C H A P T E R  6

Communities and Collective 
Decisions

Education precedes any collective decision. Governance 
comes before tools.
The first five chapters of this document were written primarily for an individual 
reader.  This  chapter  is  different.  It  asks  what  happens  when  Bitcoin  is  being 
evaluated not by one person, but by a community — a band council, a cooperative, a 
housing society, a community fund.

The  stakes  are  different.  The  questions  are  harder.  And  the  need  for  shared 
understanding before shared decisions is not a recommendation. It is the lesson.

Why Communities Face Different Questions

Individual  Bitcoin  decisions  affect  one  person's  financial  situation.  Community 
Bitcoin decisions — treasury allocations, infrastructure investments, governance 
frameworks — affect people who were not at the table when the decision was made, 
including people who will not be born for decades.

The irreversibility that makes Bitcoin technically interesting becomes genuinely 
consequential at a community scale. A poor individual custody decision may cost one 
person their savings. A poor community governance decision may cost a community 
its trust in its own leadership — a damage that outlasts any financial loss.

Communities  in  northwestern  British  Columbia  and  across  Canada  are  being 
approached with Bitcoin proposals right now — by outside advisors, by technology 
companies,  by  well-meaning  enthusiasts.  In  most  cases,  those  proposals  arrive 
before the community has the foundational literacy to evaluate them. That gap is not 
the community's failure. It is an accurate description of where Bitcoin education 
currently stands.

Governance Before Tools

Before any community discussion of wallets, infrastructure, or allocation strategy, a 
set of prior questions must be answered — questions that are fundamentally about 
people and power, not technology:

• Who decides when and how community Bitcoin can be spent?

• Who is accountable if something goes wrong — and how is accountability 
enforced?

• How are custody responsibilities handled during leadership transitions?

• What is the process for reversing a decision if circumstances change?

• How are community members who were not part of the decision informed and 
included going forward?
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These are governance questions. Technology cannot answer them. Technology can 
only implement governance that has already been designed. The hard work comes 
before the wallet.

Communities do not need Bitcoin enthusiasm. They need 
shared understanding before shared decisions.

The First Nations Economic Sovereignty Dimension

For Indigenous communities in Canada, financial sovereignty is not only a personal 
finance concept. It is a governance and treaty rights question. The existing financial 
system was not designed with Indigenous governance structures in mind. Band 
councils manage significant assets — resource revenues, housing funds, language 
preservation budgets — through financial infrastructure built by and for different 
interests.

Bitcoin does not solve governance. But it offers, for the first time, a monetary tool 
that is structurally indifferent to who you are and where you come from. No account 
application. No credit check. No correspondent bank. No permission from Ottawa. 
What that means for any specific community depends entirely on the governance 
decisions  that  community  makes  about  it.  The  technology  is  neutral  on  these 
questions. Communities are not.

KtownBTC was built in Terrace / Kitselas with this reality in mind. The communities 
that stand to benefit most from financial sovereignty are often the ones with the least 
access to reliable information about the tools available. This curriculum exists to 
change that — not by promoting Bitcoin adoption, but by building the literacy that 
makes every subsequent decision more informed.

K E Y  T A K E A W A Y

Community  Bitcoin  decisions  require  governance  frameworks  before  they 
require  technical  solutions.  Education  must  precede  collective  action.  For 
Indigenous  communities  in  particular,  financial  sovereignty  decisions  are 
inseparable from governance and treaty rights questions — and deserve to be 
treated with the same seriousness.

This chapter is the foundation for Phase 1, Lesson 7: Bitcoin in Community Context.
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C H A P T E R  7

The KtownBTC Education Engine

Building competence, not compliance. Understanding first. 
Expertise optional.
The six chapters that precede this one are the intellectual foundation. This chapter 
describes what KtownBTC built on top of it — and why it was built this way rather 
than any other.

Why This Curriculum Exists

Most Bitcoin education was built  to  sell  something:  an exchange,  a  product,  a 
particular ideological position on money and government. The incentives behind 
most  Bitcoin educational  content  are misaligned with the interests  of  learners, 
because the content exists to generate adoption — not to generate understanding.

This curriculum was built differently. It was designed for the most skeptical person 
in the room. It assumes no enthusiasm and demands no prior knowledge. It makes 
space, in every lesson, for the reader to decide that Bitcoin is not right for them, that 
the timing is wrong, that they need more time. That space is real, and it reflects a 
genuine belief that an informed 'no' is as valuable an outcome as an informed 'yes.'

KtownBTC was built in Terrace / Kitselas, British Columbia — a specific place with a 
specific context. Communities in northwestern BC exist at a meaningful distance 
from major financial centres. The feedback loops between monetary policy decisions 
and  their  local  consequences  are  long.  The  history  of  financial  exclusion  is 
documented and recent. The need for financial literacy that speaks to that reality, 
rather than to the assumptions of urban financial culture, is not abstract.

The Curriculum Architecture

Phase 1 — the Knowledge Trunk — is the foundation. Seven lessons, written in plain 
language,  moving  from  the  most  foundational  questions  (what  is  money,  who 
controls it) through the most practical (how do people lose Bitcoin, how should 
communities decide). The curriculum is free, and is designed to remain free. It is the 
trunk from which everything else grows.

The Phase 1 Curriculum — Seven Lessons

Lesson  1:  Money,  Power,  and  Control  ·  Lesson  2:  Why  Fiat  Systems Fail  
Communities · Lesson 3: What Bitcoin Actually Is (and Is Not) · Lesson 4:  
Wallets, Keys, and Self-Custody · Lesson 5: How People Lose Bitcoin · Lesson 6: 
Risk, Volatility, and Reality · Lesson 7: Bitcoin in Community Context

The branches represent the advanced tracks that grow from the Phase 1 foundation: 
Applied Self-Custody and Security, First Nations Economic Sovereignty, Bitcoin and 
Public Policy, Youth and Intergenerational Education, and Institutional Risk and 
Treasury. These tracks are in development. They will be built the same way Phase 1 

ktownbtc.com · Terrace / Kitselas, BC · © KtownBTC 2026        15



KtownBTC · Money, Bitcoin, and the Case for Education First

was: through community engagement, honest feedback, and a refusal to publish 
content that isn't ready.

The roots — Care, Caution, and Accountability — are not decorative. They are the 
values that constrain every decision made in building and delivering this curriculum.

The Three Roots

•  means meeting learners where they are. No assumed knowledge, no 
condescension, no pressure to participate. Education built without 
care becomes gatekeeping. Care

•  means teaching how people get hurt before teaching opportunity. 
Risk awareness is not optional — it comes first. A cautious learner who 
waits is a success. A rushed learner who loses money is a failure, 
regardless of what they bought. Caution

•  means updating content when it is wrong, disclosing personal 
holdings, refusing advertising from exchanges or financial products, 
and holding the curriculum to the same standards it teaches. We are 
not a neutral party — we built this. Accountability means owning that. 
Accountability

The Certification Framework

KtownBTC is developing a three-level certification framework designed to recognize 
demonstrated  competence,  not  completed  payment  or  course  attendance.  A 
KtownBTC certificate means something because it reflects genuine understanding — 
of what Bitcoin is, what it requires, and how to protect a community from the most 
common mistakes.

•  Awarded upon completion of all seven lessons, the Wallet Safety 
Checklist, and a short written assessment. Demonstrates foundational 
literacy. Level 1 — Phase 1 Certificate of Completion:

•  Awarded to learners who demonstrate applied competency: successful 
wallet setup and tested recovery, and the ability to explain core 
concepts clearly to a non-technical person. Level 2 — Bitcoin 
Competency Certificate:

•  Awarded to individuals who have successfully delivered Phase 1 
curriculum to a community group. This is the Train-the-Trainer 
certification — the mechanism by which KtownBTC makes itself 
unnecessary over time. Level 3 — Community Educator Certificate:

The goal of the certification framework is not to create a credential mill. It is to build 
a network of trusted educators who have earned the right to teach by demonstrating 
competence — not enthusiasm — and who can carry this education into communities 
where it is most needed.

What KtownBTC Is Not

It is worth being as clear about what KtownBTC is not as about what it is.

KtownBTC is not a Bitcoin advocacy organization. It does not have a position on 
whether Bitcoin will succeed or fail, or on what it should be worth. It does not accept 
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advertising from exchanges, wallet providers, or any financial product. It does not 
benefit from your decision to purchase Bitcoin.

KtownBTC is a knowledge institution. Its success is measured not by adoption rates 
but by the quality of understanding produced — and by the degree to which the 
people who complete Phase 1 are better equipped to protect themselves and their 
communities from poor decisions, whatever those decisions turn out to be.

The most valuable thing this curriculum can produce is not 
Bitcoin holders. It is people and communities who understand 
what Bitcoin is, what it requires, and what it cannot do — well 
enough to resist bad proposals, ask informed questions, and 
make decisions that will hold up over time.
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C L O S I N G

The Path Forward
Bitcoin is seventeen years old. The monetary technology is largely settled — the 
protocol has processed trillions of dollars in transactions without a successful attack 
on its core rules. What is not settled is the human layer: how communities will 
engage with it, what governance frameworks will prove durable, which educational 
institutions will earn trust by producing genuinely informed graduates rather than 
enthusiastic adopters.

That unsettled human layer is where KtownBTC operates.

The seven lessons of Phase 1 were designed to give any person — skeptical, curious, 
or somewhere in between — the foundation to think clearly about money and Bitcoin 
before doing anything with either. This whitepaper was designed to give that same 
foundation a written form that institutions, educators, and community leaders can 
read, evaluate, and build on.

The work continues. Phase 2 will bring in-person workshops to Terrace / Kitselas. 
The First Nations Economic Sovereignty track will be built in genuine partnership 
with  community  members  and  governance  leaders  —  not  about  Indigenous 
communities,  but  with  them.  The  Train-the-Trainer  cohort  will  certify  the  first 
community  educators  who  can  carry  this  curriculum  independently.  The  goal, 
throughout all of it, is to make KtownBTC unnecessary over time: to build capacity so 
deep and so distributed that the education sustains itself without depending on any 
single institution.

That  is  a  long-term  project.  It  begins  with  the  same  thing  everything  in  this 
document has argued for: understanding.

Education is sovereignty.

Competence is resilience.

Knowledge is built, not assumed.

The Phase 1 curriculum is free at ktownbtc.com

Kitselas Territory / Terrace, British Columbia · Building Competence, Not Compliance
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